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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, You have brought us to 

this season of great expectations as we 
prepare our hearts to welcome Your in-
tervening in human affairs. 

Lord, use our Senators to bring peace 
and unity to our Nation and world. In-
spire them to embrace optimism as 
they serve You and humanity. Help 
them yield to the inflow of Your in-
sight, vision, and guidance. 

Lord, we also pray for the millions 
who live in constant deprivation: the 
homeless and hungry, the oppressed 
and persecuted. Teach us how to share 
our more than enough with those who 
rarely have enough. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

The Senator from Nevada. 
Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
ROSEN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Atul Atmaram Gawande, of Massachu-
setts, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
pursuant to S. Res. 27, the Committee 
on the Judiciary being tied on the 
question of reporting, I move to dis-
charge the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary from further consideration of 
the nomination of Holly A. Thomas, of 
California, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Ninth Circuit from the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the provisions of S. Res. 27, there will 
now be up to 4 hours of debate on the 
motion, equally divided between the 
two leaders or their designees, with no 
motions, points of order, or amend-
ments in order. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 

TRIBUTE TO JACK REED 
Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Madam Presi-

dent, I want to begin today with some 
celebrations. 

Recently, our dear colleague and 
friend Senator JACK REED of Rhode Is-
land cast his 8,000th vote as a Sen-
ator—a remarkable milestone for one 
of the most beloved and respected 
Members of this body. 

A lifelong Rhode Islander, a graduate 
of West Point, and the dean of the 
Rhode Island congressional delegation, 
Senator REED is one of America’s best 
examples of doing politics and public 
service the right way: no fuss, no non-
sense—just results. 

Over the years, he has been a mentor, 
a friend, and an invaluable resource for 
countless Members on both sides of the 
aisle. Few in this Chamber can match 
his expertise on matters of national de-
fense, veterans affairs, and the mili-
tary. I would also add that the same 
can be said about matching his attend-
ance. Over the years, he has missed 
just 38 votes on his way to 8,000—good 
for an attendance percentage of 99.5 
percent. Wow. 

As the Senate has undergone change 
over the years, Senator REED has re-
mained the same: focused on Rhode Is-
land, focused on our country, focused 
on keeping this Chamber working on 
behalf of the American people. We are 
lucky to call Senator REED our col-
league and friend. 

And so congratulations, JACK, on this 
milestone, and here is to 8,000 more 
votes to come. 

NOMINATIONS 
Madam President, last night, I filed 

cloture on 22 of President Biden’s 
nominees who, to date, have been 
pointlessly stalled by Republican ob-
struction—22. We are going to work 
until they are all confirmed by this 
Chamber, and we may need to add 
more. 

In past years, many of these nomi-
nees would have sailed through with 
consent and cooperation, but, this 
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